Interreligious Eco-Justice Network


Frequently Asked Questions about STEM/This Old House of Worship
We are so glad that you are considering participating in This Old House of Worship!  Over 150 congregations around New England have participated in our ground-breaking and effective energy management class.  
What is This Old House of Worship?  This Old House of Worship is a 15 hour program that teaches congregations about energy management for their place of worship.  During the class, we not only address issues like heating problems, lighting, appliances, insulation issues, but we also teach you how to decipher your energy bill.  Finally, This Old House of Worship will help your congregation establish an ongoing energy management program, as well as provide orientation for the faith mandate for environmental stewardship.

Who teaches This Old House of Worship?  The class instructor is provided by Carol Wilson Educational Services in Cheshire; carolwilsoned@yahoo.com.  Promotional materials and follow-up are provided by the Interreligious Eco-Justice Network (IREJN).  IREJN’s mission is to inspire and empower the religious community in Connecticut to be faithful stewards of the environment.  IREJN’s Executive Director is Terri Eickel; you can reach Terri at terri@irejn.org.
How much does This Old House of Worship cost?  Generous funding from the Connecticut Energy Efficiency Fund allows us to offer This Old House of Worship for free!  Without this funding, the program would cost $3500, including a text book for each participant, use of testing equipment during and between classes and all instruction.  

How many people from each congregation should attend This Old House of Worship?  We suggest teams of 3-7 from each community so that you can feel supported and be effective when you bring your savings report back to your governing board.  We encourage you to involve participants from across the community.  Youth are welcome, building managers, social concerns folks, clergy, etc.  Typically, we set up a class when we have 5-6 teams of 5-6 people.

When are the classes scheduled?  You can arrange the 15 hours any way that works for you and the instructor. The most common choice is 3 hour sessions on a weeknight for 5 consecutive weeks.  Five communities can serve as hosts; host communities get the benefit of a student analysis of their facility as each class includes an active study of the host site. Hosts are asked to provide clear, complete directions to the facility and a light snack.  The class involves math, but don’t be afraid – it’s easy!
What does This Old House of Worship require from participants?  We ask for full contact information from each participant so we can inform them of any changes in the class. In addition, we ask that a representative of the congregation sign a form which allows us to access their energy usage data following the class so we can track the effectiveness of our program.  
How much energy will my congregation save?  Results vary based on the steps that your congregation takes, but the average congregation reports a savings of 30% on their electricity bill!
How do I set up an informational session to learn more about This Old House of Worship?  Call Terri Eickel at 860-680-2569 or e-mail her at terri@irejn.org.
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