Farmers’ Market Volunteer Job Descriptions

Five Corners Farmers’ Market – Essex Junction, VT

Volunteer Blurb
The market is looking for energetic and dedicated volunteers!  Volunteering is an excellent opportunity to become more involved in the market and to support our local food system and our local farmers.  Volunteers are essential to every aspect of our market – from our hard-working board to those who help hanging posters. Without volunteers we can’t meet our mission to celebrate and support local farmers and producers of fresh, high-quality foods and agricultural products; to increase availability and promote equal access of healthy, fresh, local food items; to educate the community about sustainable food practices and eating well for health; and to offer regular community events to stimulate business interest and vitality in downtown Essex Junction. 

The diverse listing of opportunities, with variable time commitments, provides options for practically anyone.  If you are interested in volunteering with Five Corners Farmers’ Market for the 2011 season, please contact Volunteer Coordinator, XXXX.
Exciting Volunteer Opportunities Include:

Market Day Aide 
If you want to learn the inner workings of the market, and meet a lot of people, this is the job for you.  The market needs time throughout the evening to check on vendors, ensure rules are being followed, and take care of daily business needs.  This means we need help at the market booth throughout the evening.  What would you do?  Assist with the set up and operation of the market information booth, answer questions about the market and local food, operate the wireless card machine for EBT and Debit customers, sell merchandise including raffle tickets, and provide support for daily market activities.  But most importantly, talk with your neighbors and promote the market!

Minimum Time Commitment: 4 hours

Hours: [Official market hours] (with breaks)
Skills Required: Excellent customer skills, positive can-do attitude, a great smile, the talent of being courteous to difficult people and the ability to remember/recall lots of facts
Market Set Up/Tear Down
Do you want to help with the market but spend market hours enjoying the activities?  Market set up volunteers assist from [1.5 hours-0.5 hours before market start] with setting up our information booth, assisting vendors with their set up and ensuring the street is ready for the event.  Market tear down volunteers assist from [market end until 1 hour after] with taking everything down and storing in the onsite shed.  These volunteers are vital to the market as the market manager is often sidetracked with answering to vendor issues.

Minimum Time Commitment: 1 hour

Skills Required: heavy lifting, group communication
The Recipe Squad
One of our goals is to educate shoppers and promote produce purchases by offering preparation tips and recipes for popular produce and “under-appreciated” vegetables (like leeks, rutabagas, celery root, and collard greens).  Activities include researching and distributing recipes, produce purchasing and storage tips, plus interesting facts and trivia concerning local veggies and fruits.  

Minimum Time Commitment: Varies

Skills Required: Willingness and ability to research and learn lots of new facts about vegetables.  Produce recipe cards that can be handed out at the market and posted to our website and facebook page.  Research hours are flexible. 

Signage
“Market Today” sandwich boards are placed on our 5 major roadways each market day.   Volunteers can “adopt” a sandwich board and be responsible for putting it out each Friday morning during the season and retrieving no later than [choose time morning of market day].  Sandwich boards can be stored at your home or retrieved and returned to our storage site each week.  Sites include: [list of pre-determined signage sites; i.e. key intersections within 1 mile of market].
Minimum Time Commitment: 15 minutes [market day] morning and evening

Skills Required: heavy lifting
Market Outreach
Each spring we distribute posters and flyers in local businesses, community centers, libraries and more.  If you can help with this effort, we'll provide you with tape, pins and a stack of posters – as many as you think you can get out!   
Minimum Time Commitment: variable, and extremely flexible
Skills Required: Ability to get around a neighborhood (car not necessarily required). Ability to represent farmers markets well to various locations that will post our flyers
Public Relations

Responsible for inclusion of all market activities in online calendars, Facebook, Front Porch Forum, newspaper calendars, Press Releases and Twitter.

Minimum Time Commitment: Varies
Skills Required: Reliable internet connection, knowledge of social media sites helpful
Cooking Demos and Produce Tasting Events
Cooking Demos:  Are you a chef looking to share your skills? We need chefs to conduct cooking demonstrations using produce from our vendors.  Or do you want to learn more about cooking and share with others?  Assist the coordinator with any needs at the market on a cooking demo day, such as buying supplies, food prep, and help passing out samples and recipe cards.
Produce Tastings:  Help with set-up, gathering produce, cutting and preparing for shopper sampling.  
Minimum Time Commitment: Flexible; several hours on day of event
Skills Required:  Good interaction skills with public; some food knowledge also helpful
Kids Events
Great fun for anyone who likes kids and farmers markets! Create and implement kids activities with the goal to be food centered.  

Minimum Time Commitment: several hours on the day of the event – most events take place in the height of summer season (July, August and September)

Skills Required:  Ability to be creative, enjoy kids and have high energy

Price Comparisons
Another important way we educate shoppers is to show price comparisons of the farmers markets vs. local grocery stores.  Many people are afraid the farmers markets are too expensive, but actual price comparisons have repeatedly shown that prices are comparable or better than grocery stores, and the variety and quality at the farmers markets is unparalleled.  It's important to conduct comparisons each season to keep current and accurate results available.  This is a fun and rewarding job for anyone interested in local food and local agriculture.
Minimum Time Commitment:  Several hours
Skills Required: Ability to travel to and navigate stores and markets
Volunteer Recruitment
For the social butterfly among us, we would love to put you to work recruiting additional volunteers.  

Minimum Time Commitment: 5 hours/month
Skills Required: previous volunteer coordination experience helpful
Behind the Scenes

Have a specialized skill and prefer to work behind the scenes? The market could use your help with graphic design, photography, writing or special event planning. Each of these areas offers flexible scheduling and the opportunity to use your talents to bring the attributes of the market to the attention of our community.
Minimum Time Commitment: few hours/month
Skills Required: event planning experience helpful
Raffle

Each week we promote a local business through their donation to help sustain our market.  The volunteer would reach out to local businesses and coordinate each week’s raffle with the market manager.

Minimum Time Commitment: 1-2 hours/week
Skills Required: communication and timeliness
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