Key Volunteer Biographies

1. Gerry Wright (part staff, part volunteer time): Wright has been working in the community on issues in conservation with the groups Friends of Jamaica Pond and Community Caring Institute. He regularly attends community meetings, sits on the board of several JP organizations, and is connected with several others. He has a history of organizing to prevent development on the hill (see history). He brought together JP groups to form the Coalition to Save Jamaica Pond. He leads CCI in their Hellenic Hill initiatives and works with the group on planning events. This is the work he does as a volunteer.
2. Lynn Niizawa is part of the residential piece of CCI and is currently obtaining her Ph.D. in Philosophy. She volunteers to do data entry, mailing lists, grant writing help, and other tasks needed within the organization. She serves on the committee for organizing Hellenic Hill events and joined in writing a letter to the leader of the Greek Church.
3. Jeff Foulkes is part of the residential piece of CCI and graduate student of international development.  He has led the garden initiative at the organization’s base at 36 Perkins, creating a vegetable garden and a compost pile with Niizawa, Leahy, Andersen, Carrington, and Yoos. He serves on the committee for organizing Hellenic Hill events and joined in writing a letter to the leader of the Greek Church.
4. Joseph Leahy is part of the residential piece of CCI and is a graduate student of journalism. He assists Foulkes with the garden initiative, as he grew up on a farm in Missouri. He is the expert on weeds, vegetables, soil and more that everyone seeks advice from.  He serves on the committee for organizing Hellenic Hill events.
5. Jess Andersen is a non-resident participant of CCI who has helped with several Hellenic Hill initiatives.  She has created banners and served on the committee for organizing Hellenic Hill events. She is working on outreach with the Nature Conservancy as well. She helped to distribute flyers door to door for the Hellenic Hill Forum.  She also joined in writing a letter to the leader of the Greek Church. 
6. Shanae Chapman is part of the residential piece of CCI and is a graduate student of web and graphic design. She designed CCI’s website and helps to maintain it. She has participated in the Hellenic Hill events.  She also wants to volunteer for a program that would more intensively involve youth.
7. Aashish Khullar is a non-resident participant of CCI who has helped with several Hellenic Hill initiatives.  His focus is finding funding to purchase the land for conservation.  He has researched several organizations and individuals by which to make this possible.  He has also served on the committee for planning Hellenic Hill initiatives.
8. Crystal Carrington is part of the residential piece of CCI and is a graduate student of social work.  Crystal works with youth in the low income area of JP on several initiatives and hopes to expand this to environmental education and work. She has collected petition signatures at the Pond and has assisted in writing this grant.  By receiving funding, she will be able to work less at Legal Seafood to help out more on the Hellenic Hill initiative. She also serves on the Hellenic Hill planning committee and helped in writing the letter to the leader of the Greek Church.
9. Dmitri Constance is part of the residential piece of CCI and is currently obtaining his Ph.D. in Philosophy.  Being Greek Orthodox, Dmitri is working on doing more work with Hellenic College himself around the issue of the Hill.
10. Stephen Baird is part of Friends of Jamaica Pond and partners with CCI.  Stephen creates the flyers for events and maintains the e-mail list. He set up the paper and online petition.  He collects signatures at the Pond and plays music. He also takes photographs for us at the events and sets up information tables.
11. Emily Wright is helping with the Hellenic Hill campaign by finding ways to get youth more involved.  A young person herself, she knows the activities and actions that can be more effective for drawing out the youth. Furthermore, she is a great resource to connect us with her peers.
12. Sarah Freeman is helping lead the community initiative (with CCI) in conjunction with the Emerald Necklace Conservancy, whose focus is working with Hellenic College. She helps to coordinate the events and attends meetings with the Emerald Necklace and the College.
13. Alison Yoos (part staff, part volunteer time) is part of the residential piece of CCI and is a graduate student of public health.  Her volunteer time includes spearheading the effort to write the letter to the Greek Orthodox archbishop.  She also volunteers her time on the Hellenic Hill event planning committee and has handed out pamphlets door to door about the Hellenic Hill Forum.  She’s collected petitions at the Pond as well.
