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Project Bio Sketches

Hilary Batchelor, Professional Gardener; Instructor at The Tutorial Center, Inc.

Hilary is serving as the Project Coordinator, responsible for community partnerships as well as day-to-day activities related to the project. Hilary serves as the youth team leader.

Hilary is an experienced organic gardener. She was a leader of one of the Bennington Youth Agriculture Project youth teams in previous years and has brought this valuable experience to the Manchester pilot project. Hilary is an experienced educator who continually finds the “teachable moment” in any activity. Her teaching experience includes substantial work with at-risk youth.

Hilary is also a professional mediator and draws upon this background in working with both our project youth and our adult partners in the community.

Theo Talcott, Farmer; Board Member of Transition Town Manchester
Theo is serving as the hands-on project liaison representing the Transition Town Manchester organization. Theo is an experienced farmer and a certified organic vegetable grower with a passion for sustainable living and organic farming. Theo was responsible for launching the Community Garden in Manchester and has been the prime energy in its development.

This summer, Theo hosted a crew from the WOOFer (Worldwide Opportunities on Organic Farms) organization that assisted in the fencing of the garden site.

Theo has recently been hosting a public access TV show dealing with environmental issues.

Jack Glade, Executive Director of The Tutorial Center, Inc.

Jack is serving as overall project director. Jack has devoted his professional career to helping children and adults achieve educational and life success. He has been Executive Director of The Tutorial Center for 10 years. During that time the Center has launched many innovative educational programs and its budget has grown from $300,000 to $750,000.

Jack was instrumental in the start-up of the Youth Agriculture Project in Bennington, which is now completing its 5th year with a solid history of community, and youth, successes.

Jack has special expertise in “social enterprise” and this year was Program Co-Chair of the Social Enterprise World Forum, which attracted 720 participants from over 30 countries.
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