What relevant skills do current members of the group have to help move the initiative forward? Examples of skills group members might bring to the project include: outreach/marketing experience, fundraising experience, technical expertise, graphic/web design, etc.

Gerry Wright, of CCI and Friends of Jamaica Pond, is a powerful organizer who has brought the community together several times over the issue of keeping Hellenic Hill as is. Furthermore, he has been working with youth for 54 years in human services, doing several programs and helping each youth’s potential to flourish develop. Wright also portrays Frederick Law Olmsted, the landscape architect of the Emerald Necklace, which brings many members of the community together. Putting on the play for one of the community meetings offers a history to the park and the importance of public health, environment, and social justice will provide both a creative and advocacy outlet, getting people involved and providing information for advocacy. Olmsted is also an attraction for several groups throughout Boston, and he hosts sessions with multiple groups a month, explaining the history. This provides an avenue to get organizations involved throughout the city- from petition signing to advocacy to their local constituents. Jamaica Pond is a valuable space for all of Boston.

CCI and its financial agent, Community Service Care, have connections to multiple youth in various programs in the community. These connections help us to find dedicated youth who will actively participate in the program.

Shanae Chapman, of CCI and a graduate student of graphic and web design, and Stephen Baird of Friends of Jamaica Pond both have web experience and graphic design experience.  Shanae designed CCI’s website and Stephen created the online petition and several distribution materials. These two provide an integral piece of our web outreach and can figure out how to further integrate our web formats to be appealing to cell phone users.

Alison Yoos, of CCI and recent Master of Public Health graduate, has experience with program planning, implementation and evaluation.  In addition, she has knowledge of several environmental health areas.  She also provides financial management for CCI and Community Service Care. These skills will help her to work with youth, host valuable meetings, and manage the financials for the project.

Crystal Carrington, of CCI and a graduate student of Social Work, has experience with outreach. She is currently leading a youth peer group in the Bromley Heath and has connections with local youth.  She also has experience with research, program planning, implementation and evaluation. Carrington will be able to help with the program, attract youth and a diverse population because she has worked for multiple organizations in the low-income section of JP.

Paolo S. provides technical support for the organization, keeping our system secure and running while also maintaining our website’s server and more. Again, this is integral for web outreach and continued business.

