Hellenic Hill Community Forum

April 27, 2011

People talked about what the Pond meant to them and the importance of conservation:
· For physical and mental health

· Civic Pride

· People can’t believe the space is in Boston- tourist attraction

· No compromise- has seen the Sierra Club compromise, and we cannot do it here.

· Urban planning- we need to think 500 years ahead

· Ran around it for 35 years; high rise is enough there

· Want it for my kids’ kids

· Sacred space, beyond monetary value

· Means too much to people and more importantly, too much to animals

· JP has already lost a number of trees and we don’t need to see more go; these are real wealth

· Everything is related to everything else in the ecosystem-+++++

Ideas raised by the community:

· Raise money in JP and Boston to purchase land- seconded by many

· Work with the college to raise money

· Write letters

· Nonviolent civil disobedience if sold to developers

· Non-profs helping to fund

· Need a bridge between the college and the community- need to know what’s going on- rumors about what will happen are not helping
· Get financial statements and Board Meeting Minutes from the College

· Community organizations need to organize

· E-mails to officials and President

· 1 million dollars of seed money already there… not enough though. A start.

· Purchase at a conservation price

· Make sure to include all of Boston

From the suggestion box:

· Local groups form a coalition

· Incorporate Brookline more also

· More stringent zoning

· People donate who use the Pond

· Get a working group together to write elected officials

· Start an aggressive fundraising campaign

Neighborhood Association announced their letter to the Board: Long term plan for conservation, also sent to Menino

Two people put their names on their suggestions: Robin Clemens 857-719-1465 and Barbara Zighera

Local Leaders in attendance, speaking and giving their support: Matt O’Malley, Maura Hennigan, Jeffery Sanchez, Felix Arroyo, Ayanna Pressley

Menino’s neighborhood aide for Jamaica Plain was also in attendance, but did not speak

