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Core Volunteers
*While this group was form just six months ago to focus specifically on the issues of climate change and global food security, many of these volunteers have been active with the New Haven Sister City project for 10 + years
Susan Bramhall 


For the last 33 years Susan has worked for Yale University exploring and piloting numerous emerging technologies and facilitating their transfer to wide use within ITS at Yale. In the last 3-5 years Susan has become a strong voice for community source and cross-institution collaborative development within Yale's IT organization. Susan is also a devoted grandmother, cyclist, kayaker, ballroom dancer, budding guitarist and long time peace activist. She has served for many years on local nonprofit boards, including the board of NHSCP, and especially enjoys working to bring groups to consensus. 
Romy Castillo 


Romy is a student intern currently studying design at Southern Connecticut State University. She has grown up in both Mexico and the United States, appreciates the importance of community action and poverty alleviation, and is excited to apply her graphic design experience to the WalkBikeTransit campaign.
Virginia Chapman 


Virginia Chapman is a registered architect with a Masters of Architecture degree from Yale University School of Architecture. As Director of the Yale School of Medicine Facilities Planning & Construction she has overseen management of design and construction of numerous research, clinical and infrastructure projects. She served on the Yale Advisory Committee for Environmental Management and currently is a member of the Yale Sustainability Working Group. She has taught architecture at Yale and Hampshire College and was editor for Perspecta, the Yale Architectural Journal. She is also a current Board Member with the New Haven/Leon Sister City Project.

Jodie Clark


Jodie has been an active volunteer since working on reforestation efforts as a high school student in her home state of Hawai’i. She organized a citizens’ initiative to preserve Maine’s groundwater while at Bates College in Maine, coordinated volunteers for a Gulf Coast recovery project, and contributed to Climate Change initiatives as an intern with Friends of the Earth, Japan. Most recently, she has researched small-scale irrigation technologies in central Zambia as Researcher for the International Water Management Institute, and women’s rights programming with Oxfam International and the Consortium of Gender, Security, and Human Rights. She holds an MA in Sustainable International Development from the Heller School of Social Policy and Management at Brandeis University.

Steve Munno 



Farmer Steve Munno is originally from Long Island, a graduate of Wesleyan University, and a long time supporter of local farms. His work has continually pointed to the importance of healthy food and its connection to healthy communities and healthy land. He has volunteered with a local farmer for two years, completed a UC Santa Cruz Apprenticeship in Ecological Horticulture, and been a teacher and assistant manager at a 2+ acre market garden. He has also worked for The Food Project in Lincoln, MA, where he managed a greenhouse, helping provide for a 400-member CSA, supply food to farm stands in Boston, donate produce to hunger relief organizations, and offer educational opportunities to the community and local youth. In 2009, Steve came to Massaro Farm, where he is currently Farm Manager, in which capacity he recently travelled to Washington DC to meet with Congressional leaders to show support for small farms and sustainable agriculture. 
Nicole Novak


Nicole Novak is a Research Associate at the Rudd Center for Food Policy & Obesity at Yale University, where she works with Dr. Kelly Brownell to facilitate his research, teaching, and advocacy within and outside of Yale University. Nicole's interest in food policy stems from her experiences working at mobile health clinics for migrant workers in her home state of Iowa. She earned a Bachelor of Arts in Environmental Studies and Spanish from St. Olaf College in Northfield, Minnesota. As a Rhodes Scholar, she completed Master of Science degrees in Medical Anthropology and Global Health Science at the University of Oxford. Her work at Oxford focused on community-based diabetes interventions on the U.S.-Mexico border and the relationship between urbanization and child nutritional status in Ethiopia, India, and Peru. 
Ray Pagliaro 



Ray Pagliaro has served as a Board member of the New Haven/Leon Sister City Project for over ten years, and has travelled as a Sister City delegate to Leon. Recently, he was responsible for the design of the One World House, an exhibit featuring a full size house similar to those in Nicaragua that has been used to raise awareness of the impact of climate on rural communities. He is also the Manager of Grand Paint, a local carpet, flooring, and kitchen design business in New Haven. 
