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President: Greg Pahl, Weybridge
Greg Pahl is a graduate of the University of Vermont, where he received a BA in Political Science. A full-time freelance journalist for many years, Mr. Pahl has written feature articles for numerous publications. In addition, he is the author of five books that deal with various aspects of sustainable living. His more recent books focus on renewable energy. His newest book, The Citizen-Powered Energy Handbook: Community Solutions to a Global Crisis (2007, Chelsea Green), explains how communities can use a wide range of cooperative renewable energy strategies to make the transition from non-renewable energy sources while strengthening the local economy. Mr. Pahl has been involved in environmental issues for more than 25 years. He is a founding member and former board president of the Vermont Biofuels Association. In 2005, he also helped to organize the Addison County Relocalization Network (the ACORN Network), as well as the Acorn Renewable Energy Co-op.
Treasurer: Richard A. Carpenter, East Middlebury
Rich Carpenter is president of Carpenter Associates, a consulting firm which provides strategic planning, business development and product marketing assistance to early stage software and internet companies. He is a veteran of over forty years in the software and Internet industry, having co-founded several companies and advised numerous others. He currently sits on several for profit and non-profit boards.  He received Bachelors and Masters Degrees in Electrical Engineering from MIT. He is a board member at the Museum of Science in Boston where he sits on the Environmental Sustainability and Green Building Committee. Recently, he served as President of the Addison County group, People for Less Pollution, during its major, ultimately successful, campaign to block International Paper’s intention to burn Tire Derived Fuel (TDF) without utilizing appropriate pollution control technology. He currently serves as treasurer of both the Addison County Relocation Network (ACORN) and also of the Acorn Energy Co-op.
Secretary: F. Peter Carothers, New Haven
Peter Carothers is a semi-retired, senior engineer with over 45 years technical and management experience in energy and environmental project engineering, development, and construction. He holds a BA from Dartmouth College and an MS in Engineering and Business Administration from Thayer School of Engineering and Amos Tuck School of Business Administration (both at Dartmouth). He has concentrated on waste fuels management and utilization, including technical, commercial, environmental, and financial issues. Working with two of the EPA’s Outreach Programs: Coalbed Methane and Landfill Methane, he performs feasibility assessments and training assignments for renewable energy and waste recovery projects in many domestic and overseas locations.  His broad experience includes engineering, business administration, cost and financial analysis, construction, and regulatory compliance. His retirement interest is to develop the capability for producing a broad range of essential fuels and electric energy from local resources.
J. Thomas Dunne, Middlebury
Tom Dunne has had more than 45 years of financial and general management experience in for profit and non-profit businesses in the United States and Latin America. Major strengths are planning, budgeting, cost control, and project development.  He has a BS Degree in Math from the University of Michigan and an MBA from Harvard.  A Peace Corps volunteer, Peru ’62-’64, Mr. Dunne provided technical assistance to rural credit unions. He also worked for the US Agency for International Development in Quito, Ecuador, where he provided technical assistance to 50 Peace Corps volunteers organizing marketing and production co-ops. In the US, he has provided technical assistance to co-ops in the Mid-Atlantic Region for the Office of Economic Opportunity, helped in the development and management of low-income housing for Greater Boston Community Development, and served as executive director of the New Orleans Area Habitat for Humanity. 

Richard Thodal, Middlebury
Richard Thodal is Executive Director of Middlebury Community Television, a Public, Educational, and Government Access channel that provides coverage of local government meetings, video equipment training, and air time to community members. He has also worked 25 years part time with the equipment and production facilities at Brown Novelty Co., a local wood products manufacturer that has been in operation since 1820. Mr. Thodal has used passive solar and wood heat in his home since the early 1970s, he maintains a woodlot using sustainable forestry practices. Mr. Thodal graduated from Middlebury Union High School, attended St. Lawrence University, and received a BS in Biological Sciences from the University of Vermont. He has served as a Middlebury representative to the UD#3 School Board,  Hannaford Career Center Board, and Vermont Access Network Board, which represents Vermont's PEG Access television channels.

James D. Adams, Lincoln
Jim Adams is a general contractor with 40 years experience in commercial and residential construction and innovation. A native of Vermont, he attended Norwich University, and for the past 20 years has been a weatherization contractor, providing air sealing and insulation solutions for homes throughout central and northern Vermont.  Mr. Adams uses his experience and “native savvy” to innovate, and to improve on the products, applications and services that he delivers to private and institutional clients, the roster of which includes the Vermont Energy Investment Corporation, Energy Rated Homes of Vermont, Burlington Housing, and Champlain Valley Office of Economic Opportunity - Weatherization Office. His belief is that the best way to limit the impact of energy shortages must come primarily from reducing the existing use of energy by innovation—through making use of otherwise wasted energy, and by taking full advantage of natural forces.

Gary Barnett, Cornwall
Gary Barnett is an energy consultant who can help identify opportunities for saving, generating, and using energy more efficiently.  He works with area residents to develop a plan to incorporate effective measures to lower energy costs and help them switch to renewable energy sources.  In addition to these consultation services, Gary has many years experience with wood and pellet stove installations. He can assist homeowners in choosing an appropriate stove to hearth design 
and chimney installation, and will ensure that it meets all the requirements that are necessary for a safe installation.  Gary is also the energy coordinator for the town of Cornwall and assists Co-op members and the public with onsite solar assessments.
Education Program Coordinator: Elizabeth Golden-Pidgeon, Shoreham 

Ms. Golden-Pidgeon is an independent environmental and land use consultant. She serves as the Vice-President of the Addison County Relocalization Network. She has extensive experience in environmental, natural resource, and land use planning, as well as geography and public policy, in both the public and private sectors. An experienced researcher, educator, and program organizer, Ms. Golden-Pidgeon is an environmental activist and volunteer, committed to transitioning from nonrenewable resources to locally sourced, renewable resources. She works toward increasing energy efficiency and conservation, and possesses an in-depth knowledge of energy technologies, building design and construction technology, state and national environmental policies and regulations, and environmental science. She has professional relationships with many energy industry professionals and policy makers in Vermont, having worked with them on various policy and educational initiatives. Ms. Golden-Pidgeon is a candidate for a Doctor of Philosophy (A.B.D.) in Geography (Environmental Geography specialty) at McMicken College of Arts and Sciences, and a candidate for a Master of Arts degree in Community Planning at University of Cincinnati, Ohio.
